FEBRUARY 


at the 


CALIFORNIA ACADEMY OF SCIENCES 


FEBRUARY MEETING 

DATE: Wednesday, February 16, 8:15 p.m. 
PLACE: Morrison Auditorium 
SPEAKER: Telford H. Work 

SUBJECT: “PHARAOHS AND FELLAHS” 


Mr Work’s color documentary is a kaleidoscope of 
Egypt and its treasures, past and present: Desert 
monasteries; great temples and tombs of kings and 
caliphs; mystery of the Rosetta Stone and the heritage 
of Archimedes. There are glimpses of veiled Bedouin 
women; a camel’s haircut; a Persian wheel; and an 
amazing Arabian horse. It is an intimate picture of 
Egypt today as lived by the rural Egyptians, its 
eighteen million fellahs. 

Mr. Work has traveled to 90 countries and every 
inhabited continent. He lived a year in Fiji, five in 
India, one in England, and a year and a half in 
Egypt. Thus he was afforded a unique opportunity 
to film its people not only in the centers along the 
Nile, but also in the towns, villages and oases of the 
Sahara. 

For nine years, Mr. Work was a staff member of 
the Rockefeller Foundation, and in India he was 
Director of the Virus Research Center at Poona. In 
Fiji he worked on elephantiasis for the British Col- 
onial Government. In Egypt he was engaged in 
epidemic research. 


MORRISON PLANETARIUM 


“THE GREAT BOMBARDMENT”, a sky show 
devoted to the genesis of the vast craters of Earth, 
Moon and Mars, continues in the Theatre of the 
Stars through February 27. 

Performances daily at 3:30 with evening shows, 
Wednesday through Sunday, at 8:30. Extra matinees 
on Saturdays and Sundays at 2:00. The Planetarium 
is closed on Monday and Tuesday evenings. 

Admission: Adults, $1.00; Children, 50c. 


SPECIAL EXHIBITS 


From the Academy Collections: “CELESTIAL 
GLOBE”. Main Foyer, Science Museum. Continues 
through the month of March. 


“DIARY OF A CALIFORNIA MOUNTAIN”, 
an arresting photographic journal of color photo- 
graphs by John Olmstead, in Lovell White Hall of 
Man and Nature. Through May. 

“THE TRIADS”, an exhibit devoted to America’s 
space effort, remains on display in Simson African 
Hall through early March. Loaned to the Academy 
by the National Aeronautics and Space Agency and 
presented on five ‘islands’, each includes actual-size 
replicas of various satellites launched by the U.S. in 
its programs of manned spaceflight, communications, 
and scientific experimentation and research. 


“SCIENCE IN ACTION” (Schedule for viewers in the 

San Francisco Bay Area: Wednesdays at 7:00 p.m., 

with a repeat telecast on Sundays at 6:00 p.m., KQED 

Channel 9. For other areas, consult the listings in your 

local paper.) 

Week of 

Feb, 2-6: ‘‘TRANSPORT FOR TOMORROW”, with 
Guest Scientist, Leslie Irvin, Manager-Engi- 
neering, Bay Area Rapid Transit. 

Feb. 9-13: “THE DIRTY SKY”, with Dr. Milton Feld- 
stein, Director, Technical Services, Bay Area 
Pollution Control District. 

Feb, 16-20: “PLAGUE LAB”, with Dr. Leo Kartman, 
Director, Communicable Diseases Center, 
San Francisco. 

Feb. 23-27: “REFINERY”, with T. M. Sheehy, General 
Manager, Standard Oil Refinery, Rich- 
mond, California. 


NEWS and (NOTES 72... 


J oun JAMES AUDUBON, the great American 
artist-naturalist, is the subject of a new permanent 
exhibit to be found adjacent to Morrison Auditorium 
in the foyer of the Planetarium building. 

The focal point of the display is one volume (of 
four) of the elephant folio of Birds of America which 
is but one part of the splendid Edward E. Hills and 
Florence Hopkins Hills Collection of Botanical and 
Ornithological Works recently bequeathed the 
Academy. 

One of the famous 435 colored plates in this great 
work will be on view at all times, changed on oc- 
casion, however, so that the public may enjoy the true 
magnificence and scope of Audubon’s achievement. 

Mr. Warren Howell, of Howell’s Books of San 
Francisco, has generously donated three folio-size 
prints to augment the decorative aspects of the 
exhibit which was designed and executed by members 
of the Academy staff. 

The original Birds of America was published by the 
author, not without effort, in England between 1827 
and 1838 in 87 parts. 


Five MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 
staff were actively involved in the recent meeting 
of the American Association for the Advancement of 
Science and participating affilliated societies held at 
Berkeley December 26 through 31. Involved in the 
various symposia were Drs. George E. Lindsay, 
Robert C. Miller, Robert T. Orr, Edward S. Ross, 
and Mr. Allyn Smith. 

The Berkeley gathering, principally on the campus 
of the University of California, was the 132nd such 
meeting of the Association. Some 8,000 scientists 
attended. 


Now IS THE TIME for all good men (and 
women) to pre-register for courses soon to be offered 
by the Department of Astronomy. 

“ASTRONOMY APPRECIATION”, a 16-week 
course on Monday evenings, 7:30 to 9:30, beginning 
February 7. Designed to acquaint the layman with 
the magnificence of our universe, this non-mathe- 
matical course will use the planetarium projector to 
demonstrate many astronomical concepts. Fee for 
the course is $18.00. Register now or at the first 
three meetings. 

“CELESTIAL NAVIGATION”, a 16-week course 
on Tuesday evenings, 7:30 to 9:30, beginning Febru- 
ary 8. Devoted to nautical astronomy for the beginner, 
the fee is $20.00 plus $8.00 for supplies. Registration 
now or at the first three meetings. Minimum enroll- 
ment: 28. 

Telephone the Planetarium office at 221-5100 for 
further information or to pre-register. A newly estab- 
lished “family plan” allows for a discount when more 
than one member enrolls for a course of instruction. 


1 FOLLOWING tales come to you through 
the grapevine of Steinhart Aquarium. They concern 
an alligator, a cobra, and a monkey. One tail lashed, 
one tail probably lengthened, and one got bit by a 
turtle. 

Item 1: There is just no tank large enough in the 
rehabilitated Steinhart to hold an ailing, 11-foot 
alligator. This became obvious recently when one of 
the giant saurians needed treatment for an infected 
foot. In order to give an injection of antibiotics, the 
great reptile (with mouth taped shut) was removed 
to the staff washroom in the basement. After the 
shot, the beast was left to recuperate for a short 
while before being returned to the swamp area at 
Steinhart’s entrance. In a matter of minutes there 
was an unbelievable sound of shattering with an 
attendant inundation from beneath the washroom 
door. In its discomfort, the reptile had completely 


uprooted the WC—anchor bolts and all—and man- 
aged to smash it into an adjoining wall. There was 
water, water everywhere . 

Item 2: One of the pair of squirrel monkeys re- 
cently placed in Tank +41 where they can swing over 
a pool filled with turtles 
and through a simulated 
jungle setting made the 
mistake of letting his hand- 
some tail droop too low. 
It being a natural and new challenge, one of the 
amphibians chomped on and clung. Tails, more often 
than not, are now carried in a curl in Tank #41. 

Item 3: Since a snake to many people is just one 
long tail, it can be included here that in the nine 
months that the magnificent 10-foot King Cobra has 
been in residence in Case #134 in the reptile-amphib- 
ian area, it has consumed 85% feet of other snakes 
such as fophers and racers—the only acceptable diet. 
That’s eight-plus times the basic beginning. 


MEET THE STAFF 


DR. DAVID PARKER, Executive Producer of 
“Science in Action” (which is produced for the 
Academy by Science Films, Incorporated) is a native 
Californian having been born in Fresno. After gradua- 
tion from Fresno State, he did graduate work in 
speech and the theatre at Northwestern University in 
Chicago from which he subsequently received his 
Ph.D. 

There were interesting interims however before this 
was accomplished. While teaching for four years at 
Wayne University in Detroit, Dr. Parker “moon- 
lighted” as a free-lance radio actor for radio station 
WXYZ, and appeared on such nostalgically familiar 
programs as “The Green Hornet”, “Lone Ranger”, 
and “Challenge of the Yukon.” On his return to 
Northwestern he was, for another four years, a 
producer-director for NBC in Chicago and such 
well-considered TV shows as “Mr. Wizard” and 
“Zoo Parade.” His doctoral thesis was finished in 


1954 and in 1955 he accepted a position as Associate 
Professor (radio and television) at San Francisco 
State College. 

After two years at State, he became Director of 
Public Affairs at KPIX, Channel 5, in San Francisco, 
where he wrote, produced and directed. He garnered 
many handsome awards for the station including 
two Sylvania Awards, several Ohio State Awards, 
and the National Educational Association’s School 
Bell Award among others. After a brief period as a 
free-lance producer with Lawren Productions and 
Parker Productions he came to the Academy and to 
“Science in Action” as a director. This was 18 months 
ago. He has held his present position since the sum- 
mer of 1965, 

His complete interest is concentrated in his chosen 
area of theatre, radio, and television—not in the 
fiction that can be created but in the facts that can 
be conveyed in an interesting and palatable way. He 
would much rather write a documentary than a 
drama. This predilection has been well demonstrated 
in many of the current “S in A” scripts. 


NEW MEMBERS OF THE ACADEMY 


Regular Membershp 


Dr. Ruth G. Allen Mr. Ross C. Lovington 
aie Catherine Allman Mr. Bernard Mayes 
Mr. Larry W. Appleton Dr. Alan R. Miller 
Mr. Harold E. Basey Mr. Robert J. McKechnie 
Mr. David L. Binney Mr. David Powers 
Mr. Oscar F. Brandt Dr. Neill Rodman 
Mr. John S. Bryant Mr. George A. Rodriguez 
Miss Carole Casassa Mr, Lloyd B. Smalley 
Mr. David Conrad Mr. George L. Sherman 
Mr. Charles E. Crane Dr. C. A. Sondhaus 
Crater Lake Natural History Mr. George Stanley 
Assn. Mr. Peter M. Sutter 


Mrs. Mary Tantau 

Mr. Lynwood Teller 
Miss Ruth F. Traeger 
Mr. T. P. Van de Sande 


Mrs. Jessie Delprat 

Mr. Julius Faoro 

Mr. Leonard S. Felix 

Miss Jacqueline Feretzis 

Dr. James P. Garner Miss Louise Watson 

Mr. Kenneth R. Fleming Mr. D. Weiskal 

Mr. E. L. Ginzton Mr. Kenneth E. Wilson 

Mrs. Ellison R. Jack Dr. Charles F. Yocum 
Miss Crescentia Kranz 


Family Membership 


Mr. & Mrs. Edwin R. Myers 
Mr. & Mrs. J. P. O'Halloran 
Mrs. Lydia Orloff 


Dr. Dennis Breedlove 
Mr. Stephen C. Cary 
Mr. & Mrs. E. L. Cook 


Mrs. Jorge De Quesada Mr. Roy T. Plato 

Mr. & Mrs. G. Gerard Mr. J. H. Plummer 

Mr. & Mrs. E. Hein Mr. & Mrs. Vincent Rodriguez 
Mr. Raymond §S. Herrstrom Dr, Edward H. Senz 

Mr. John J. Kan Mr. Merv Shenson 

Mr. Mike Liddicoat Mr. & Mrs. D. B. Stearns 


Mr. W. M. McKay, Jr. Mrs, Alma D. Tikker 
Mrs. Dale R. Whitehead 


Student Membership 


Tom Keck Michael Lorenz Matthew Rourke 
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